Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #32 
December 15, 2021 


Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


In November 15, 2021’s Newsletter #31, I presented information and photos on the 1838 
GR-8 die marriage. Next on the list is the 1838 GR-9 die marriage. 


Although this Newsletter is the 27" of 38 monthly Newsletters having large photos and 
information on the 38 Most Common Reeded Edge Half Dollars, this issue is very special 
to me. 


In 1988, I had the opportunity to purchase Jules Reiver’s “Variety Identification Manual 
for United States Reeded Edge Half Dollars 1836-1839” for $10 in the December 1988 
issue of the John Reich Journal but passed as I didn’t have any interest in half dollars, at 
that time. 


However, on October 14, 2009, I noticed Jules’ VIM offered on eBay for $25.00 and 
bought it. For the fun of it, I decided to see how far I could get with the series and 
purchased an 1838 half dollar in what I graded as XF+ condition from a coin dealer in 
Bakersfield, CA on November 13, 2009. 


At that time, Jules listed 17 die varieties for the year 1838 and he had a total of 10 photos 
in his VIM. There were no photos for the year 1838. 


Below are samples of descriptions for 1838 die varieties in Jules’ VIM: 

“1838 JR-12 

Obverse — Tiny lines in lowest curls on right. 

Reverse cracks - rim - T2 — upper and lower breaks; E2 — right side of eye — center of 
shield — stripe 4 (where a lump develops between line 1 and 2) — arrows — stem — right of 
F2 — rim. 

1838 JR-15 


Obverse — Perfect. 


Reverse — F1 doubled at right top. Heavy almost horizontal lines to right from N, below 
center. Many lines down to left through TATE.” 


Imagine looking through 17 descriptions (obverse and reverse) and finding some varieties 
that seemed close. It was no wonder that I could not attribute my first Reeded Edge 
Half. 


Below are photos of my first Reeded Edge Half after buying Jules’ VIM: 





My First Reeded Edge Half - 1838 Raw XF Obverse, November 13, 2009 


Not being able to attribute the above half, I contacted Brad Karoleff and asked him if he 
knew anyone that could help me attribute Reeded Edge Halves. He then put me in touch 
with Dick Graham, who became my immediate mentor. Dick sent me updated notes on 
Jules Reiver’s VIM along with blown up photos of many new die varieties. 


In turn, I sent Dick a copy of my book on 1824 JR-2 dimes and encouraged Dick to print 
his book “A Registry of Die Varieties of Reeded Edge Half Dollars 1836-1839” that was 
printed in July 2012. 

On the next page is the reverse of my first Reeded Edge Half Dollar. 
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My First Reeded Edge Half - 1838 Raw XF Reverse, November 13, 2009 


Since most Reeded Edge Halves have die breaks, they are easier to attribute. However, 
coins like the one above (without die breaks) are difficult to attribute. Once I had Dick’s 
book, with photos of each die variety, it was much easier to attribute the above coin as an 
1838 GR-9 (JR-15) Very Early Die Stage (VEDS). 


For years Dick struggled with whether to keep Jules’ numbering system or convert to a 
new system. After noticing that several of Jules die marriages were not separate die 
varieties but were different die stages of the same die marriage and since he realized that 
new varieties would be found, he decided to convert JR Numbers to GR Numbers. His 
“GR to JR CONVERSION CHART” on page 167 of his book reveals several missing JR 
Numbers caused by these duplicates. 


While doing research on 1838 GR-9, I found 28 records that were either sales of coins on 
auction sites or coins that I own. One interesting fact, I found (3) PCGS MS64+ 
specimens in different holders that were obviously the same coin, but with different serial 
numbers. Obviously, this guy was trying to get a MS65 grade, big price difference, 
$31,000 vs. $8,000. 


After eliminating duplicates, I now have 25 different records (there was one other repeat 
sale, but with the same serial number). I then placed them in order from EDS to LDS. 
44% appear to be 1838 GR-9 (JR-15) and 56% appear to be the later stages of 1838 GR-9 
(JR-12). In the future, I will have to watch the Early Die Stages to see if there are any 
changes. There seems to be bigger differences in the (JR-12) stages. 


1838 GR-9 


1838 GR-9 is rated R-3 (201 to 500 known). Looking at Dick Graham’s census for GR- 
9, he lists 64, 64, 61, 58, 58, 58, 58, 55 and 53, published in 2012. In my 2021 Final 
Census, reported in Newsletter #30, I had 65, 64, 58, 55, 55, 55, 53 and 50, reported by 
JRCS, Bust Half Nut members, LSCC and others. 


Dick Graham describes “Die Stages Obverse 
. VEDS: prime with no cracks- has lines on reverse. 
. Stage a: EDS- crack thru cap. 
. LDS- crack- temple curl- headband between I B- to crack in 
Cap above.” 





1838 GR-9 with Die Line in Hair and in Drapery 


The blow up above is meant to show you the detail shown in 2 circles on the next page. 
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1838 GR-9 (JR-15) PCGS MS64+ CAC Very Early Die Stage Obverse 
(Courtesy of Heritage) 


The above photo shows a Prime obverse with no die breaks. The second 8 in the date is 
slightly higher than the 3 and leans slightly to the left. The oval near Star 7 shows a die 
line that comes down from a dentil and ends near the upper point of Star 7. There is also 
a die line that comes down from behind the ear. The other two circles are shown in a 
blow up on the previous page. 


This Prime obverse comes with a reverse that has die lines in the shield between lines 5 
and 6. You will also see die lines above D STATES in the photo of the VEDS Reverse 
shown on the next page. These very fine lines disappear in later die stages. 





1838 GR-9 (JR-15) PCGS MS64+ CAC Very Early Die Stage Reverse 
(Courtesy of Heritage) 


The above photo shows a Prime reverse with no die breaks but has several die lines 
between stripes 5 and 6 in the shield and many very thin die lines above D STATES. 
You will also see several die lines under HALF. 


Crossbars 2, 3 and 4 extend to the left to the Second Outside Shield Border. 


Jules Reiver listed 1838 JR-15 as a separate die marriage in his VIM. 





Die Line along left side of A4 


The above illustration shows a die line that goes from a dentil below the left foot of A4 
and travels along the left side of A4 to the talon above A4. I do not know the 
significance of this die line, but I did find it on several other specimens. 


Although Dick did not mention this die line in his book, he did mention several die lines 
were present under “HALF”. He also mentioned that the reverse die was lapped at least 


one time and maybe more causing most die lines to disappear in later die stages. 


On the following pages, you will see die stages of that occurred after the lapping. 





1838 GR-9 (JR-12) PCGS XF40 Reverse 


I apologize for the darkness of the above photo, but it is a very important die stage that 
occurred after the lapping of the reverse die. This is the earliest specimen that I could 
find with a die crack that begins at the rim, right of F2 and continues through the olive 
branch end, continuing through arrow feathers, up through shield stripe 4, eagle’s neck 
and and head, to the right of the eagle’s eye and eventually E2. Another crack develops 
from rim through T2, through the beak and neck and joins the previous die crack. 


This particular specimen appears to be missing the die chip that is found in the center of 
the shield in Stripe 4 and seen on most Later Die Stages. 


In my search, I have not been able to find a Prime specimen or even a portion of the 
crack shown above that doesn’t have the die lines above D STATES or below 
HALF. 





GR-9 (JR-12) NGC MS61 Middle Die Stage Reverse (Courtesy of 
Heritage) 


The above photo shows a later die stage that now has a die chip near the center of Stripe 
4 in the shield. From here on the cracks become thicker and the die chip in Stripe 4 
develops various sizes and shapes. 





1838 GR-9 (JR-12) NGC UNC Detail Very Late Die Stage Obverse 
(Courtesy of Heritage) 


Graham describes a crack that goes along the top of the cap as a VEDS of Stage A. He 
also says in LDS a crack travels from the temple curl to the headband between I B to the 
crack at the top of the cap. I can not see the LDS crack that goes to the crack at the top of 
cap. At the same time, the reverse is a VLDS with a large chip in the center of the shield 
and only has 2 partial lines between Stripes 5 and 6. There is a die crack that comes out 
of the back of Liberty’s cap near Star 7, that I don’t see on other obverses. What makes it 
even more confusing is this obverse die is used again with GR-12 (Yes GR-12 die 
marriage, not JR-12) die marriage, after the obverse die was lapped. 


I believe a lot more study has to be done on this die marriage and come up with a decimal 
system similar to the one used by Logan and McCloskey in their half dime book. 
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1838 GR-9 (JR-12) ANACS VF35 Reverse - Very Late Die Stage 


The above photo may be one of the very latest die stages of this die marriage. If anyone 
has a later die stage, I would appreciate you sending me photos of that specimen. Please 
email your photos to: 


Jim Koenings @ 


Bustcoin]1(@verizon.net 


Time prevents me from presenting more information on this 1838 GR-9 die marriage, 
however, I will continue to do more research. 
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Next month, in Newsletter #33, I will present information and large photos on the 1838 
GR-10 die marriage. It too, has a large number of interesting die stages. 


Additional Commentary 


Last month, StacksBowers had the most significant coin auction on Reeded Edge Halves 
since the Jules Reiver Collection was sold by Heritage in January 2006. Here are a few 
of the more significant results: 


Session 2, November 22, 2021 








Lot No. Item Sold 
1398 1837 GR-25 (R-5+) in PCGS VG-8 $ 1,320.00 
1399 1838 GR-5 (R-6+) in NGC Shipwrecked 1,440.00 
1400 1839 GR-2 (R-5+) in PCGS XF Cleaned 720.00 
1401 1839 GR-3 (R-5+) in NGC XF40 1,020.00 


Session 7, November 29, 2021 





5571 1837 GR-1 (R-5) in PCGS XF40 $ 288.00 
5572 1837 GR-1 (R-5) in NGC XF40* 360.00 
5578 1837 GR-11 (R-5) in PCGS VF35 CAC 432.00 
5605 1839-O GR-4 (R-4) in G details, graffiti 432.00 
5606 1839-O GR-5 (R-4+) in AU details 1,560.00 


*in certified holder, labeled from Jules Reiver Collection 


My latest count shows there were 44 Reeded Edge Halves in this auction. 


More Commentary 


I have learned a lot from all of the research I did on 1838 G R-9’s and from the results of 
the coin auction at StacksBowers. My goals for 2022 are to gather more information on 
Reeded Edge Halves and develop either a Buy-Sell list or some way to encourage trades 
among collectors. I am looking for more certified Reeded Edge Halves and would be 
willing to trade for many of the coins on my website “holeduscoins.com’’. 


I invite readers of this Newsletter to provide me with pictures and information about your 
rare finds so I can feature them in a future Newsletter. 


Again, If you have any comments about Reeded Edge Halves that I might include in 
future Reeded Edge Half Newsletters, please email me at bustcoin|@verizon.net or send 
them to: 
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Jim Koenings 
P.O. Box 2382 
Riverside, CA 92516 


Conclusion 


For die variety collectors, your collection will seem incomplete unless you have: 
1. 1838 GR-9 (JR-15), without reverse die breaks 
2. 1838 GR-9 (JR-12), with reverse die breaks 


For die stage collectors, the challenge may never end, who knows how many stages will 
be found. 


JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes its J R Journal 
normally about 3 times a year. There is so much you can learn from the many articles 
that are published, including New Discoveries, Census Information on early silver issues, 
mint processes, die stage information and more. Membership is just $25 per year. 
Anyone interested may contact W. David Perkins at wdperki@attglobal.net . 


LSCC 


I also strongly recommend that collectors interested in Liberty Seated Coins join LSCC. 
LSCC publishes it’s Gobrecht Journal 3 times a year by Bill Bugert. They also have their 
E-Gobrecht Monthly Newsletter that is published by Paul Kluth. Membership is just $25 
per year. Anyone interested may contact Jeff Ball at jeffballphoto@gmail.com . 
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